
Tottenham fans will
continue to walk in
footsteps of club's history
after White Hart Lane is
gone
Martin Cloake Friday 12 May 2017 14547

Popular Videos

White Hart Lane inspires affection because it is so
firmly a part of where it is situated, still just yards from
where a group of schoolboys founded Hotspur FC
under a gas lamp on the High Street in 1882. It is a
classic English football ground, slotted in snug to
Victorian terraces, and it is possible, walking around
the area on matchdays, to walk in the footsteps of
history – if you know where to look.

In the Bell and Hare pub, now unimaginatively named No 8,
Dave Mackay, John White and, later, Jimmy Greaves held
court at the bar and swapped stories with fans over the
billiard table. Those were the days when you could still
jump on a bus – any one ending in a 9 would get you there –
and find yourself alongside a player on his way to the game.

In later years the Coolbury Club just north of the junction of
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High Road and White Hart Lane, was the favoured haunt of
players such as Steve Perryman, Paul Miller and Tony
Galvin. And for many years, the great Bill Nicholson lived
just off White Hart Lane, a short walk from the club he
loved, with his wife Darkie (nicknamed because she was
the darkest-haired of sisters) in a modest house with a lawn
that his players often found themselves asked to run a
mower across.

In the early years of the 20th century, Spurs were identified
as the team of the rising suburbs, and that sense of local
pride has always been there. The pictures of victory
parades as late as the 1960s and 1970s show teeming
crowds and local businesses decked with home made flags
and bunting.

In 1901 Spursʼs FA Cup win
prompted massive
celebrations on the streets,
and local Quakers gave out
slabs of Tottenham Cake with
pink icing made from the fruit
on the mulberry trees in the
gardens of the Tottenham
Quaker House. As a poem of
the time said: “Some may
speak of eccles, a scone or éclair, but itʼs Tottenham cake
weʼre talking, thatʼs proper Tottenham fare.”

Local religious groups were not always so supportive. In the

https://www.standard.co.uk/sport/football/daniel-levy-exclusive-this-is-our-time-to-shine-new-stadium-can-take-tottenham-to-another-level-a3537456.html


In Pictures | White Hart Lane | 1899-2017

By the front gates, Warmington House was long the home
of the Spurs Supporters Club, an organisation that featured
women supporters prominently from the start. Daphne
Edwards was one of the founders, and two redoubtable
women called Ms Patten and Ms Fuller – dubbed Gert and
Daisy after a popular comedy duo – ran the place for many
years.

All this history suffuses the streets as fans walk into their
secular cathedral. In the 1880s, crowds walked from
Tottenham across the muddy fields to see the Hotspur play.
They will continue to walk in the footsteps of history.
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